
Resuming the Direct Mail Communication between Great Britain and Holland 
December 1801 after it had been closed down since 1795 

 
 

In 1801 France made peace with continental Europe. Great Britain and France negotiated peace in 
Amiens. The treaty was signed 26 marts 1802, yet, the mails began three months earlier. 

 
 
The communications with France began 18 December 1801. The Holland duty via Harwich and 
Hellevoetsluis was soon to begin. The Cuxhaven duty continued, yet, from Harwich. 

 

 
 

Nine packets became stationed at Harwich. Yarmouth lost all her post vessels. Five boats should 
serve the tour to Hamburg via Cuxhaven. Four others should serve the Holland duty via 
Hellevoetsluis. 



 
 
 

The first mail to Holland via Hellevoetsluis was made up in London Tuesday 29 Dec 1801 
 
 
 

 
The packet of Diana/Capt. Osborne departed from Harwich Thursday morning 31. Dec 1801, 
delayed by one day 
 



 
 
The first packet arrived in Hellevoetsluis 1 Jan 1802 
 
 

 
 
London Tuesday 29 Dec 1801 to Amsterdam, arrival on 3 Jan 1802. 
The letter was endorsed: Received 3.Jan 1802 pr first direct packet since 1795 
Belongs to Willy Vande Wiele, Belgium. 
 

 
 
The packet started the return voyage on 7 Jan 1802 
 
 



 
 
The packet landed in Harwich with “the first mail” 8 Jan 1802 
 
Europe was now at peace until May 1803.  


